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DearMr. Jordan: 

Refeienoe your letter dated July 21,2010, and MUR 6330. 

This is a jomt xespoDse finnnhotfa Bill Johnson, candidate for the US House of Rqnesentatives in 
Ohio's 6 Disttict, and Peiry Chickonoski, Treasurer for the Bill Johnson fbr Congiess 
Conunittee. 

Hie daims by Dr. Donald Allen diat the Bill Johnson fiv Congiess Exploratory Committee 
and/or Bill Johnson fiir Copgress Cominittee violated the Federal election Campaign Act of 1971 
are imfiMinded and without merit 

It appears the complaint centers on the assertion that the proper reports were not filed with the 
ITC upon readung the plateau of $S,000nused during the campaign. Bdow is a duonotogy of 
activities dut dearly indicate that we have fully complied wifli all FEC filmg requirements smce 
the moeption of die BiU Jdmson fiir Congiess Explondoiy Cammittee. 

Mor to Odober 6,2009: Prior to October 6,2009, Bill Johnson was fiiunder and Executive ' 
DuBCtor of the Ohio Sdes Tax Refinm Incentive (OSTRI). OSTRI is an oiganization dedicated 
to die pursuit of sdes lax refonn hi Ohio designed to save jobs, create jobs, and keq> much 
needed sales tax revenue in Ohio. It was \̂ iile tzavding througjiout Northeastern and Eastem 
Ohio advocating the benefits of sales tax lefinm that Bill Johnson began reodving 
enoouragement finm citizens to run fiv pditicd oEBoe. In early October 2009, after legidation 
was intiodiioed into the Ohio House of Rqnesentativea to inqilement the sales tax holidays 
advocated by OSTRI, Bin Johnson chose to laundi a Congressiond Exidoiatory Goimmt̂  
Older to test the wataas to deterinine if support was adequate to mourt a conyetitivecain^^ 

Our first step was to review applicdile FEC guiddmes regarding the fonnatian of an Exploratoiy 
Committee. SpedficaUy, we reviewed peitmentsectioM of die ITO Canyaign Guide to 
detennine the tequirenoMnts regaidmg raising fimds, mddng expenditures 
tlieFEC. We made specid note of the fbUowrngparagraidi in ChqiterlCTest^ 
page 1, paragraph lof die guide, wfaicfa stales: "Brfore deddfaig te campaign tor federal 
oCBoe, an iiidividiial may first want to "tot the waterŝ —that b, explore the feulbllity of 
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have to reriatcr or renort aa a candidate even if the faidWdnd raiaca or ancnda more than 

reeiatrntion (which !• Jif——4 in Chaiiter 2)), NevertheleaB, the iadividnni muat cnmBlv 
with the contrflmtion limlia and prohlUliona. 100L72(B) and 100.131(a); aee also Advtaoiy 
Opinion (AO) 1985-40." Based on our review of the FEC Ĉ anqmign Guide, we proceeded to 
set iq) the Exploratory Conunittee. 

October 7,2009: A (congressiond Exploritory Committee was formed, and a Federd Tax ID 
was obtained fiv the Bill Jdmson fiv (Congress Exploratory Conunittee. See IRS documents at 
TABl. 

October 12,2009: A bade account was opened for die BiU Jdmson fiv Congress Exploratory 
1̂ ' Committee. See Business Depository Resolution fiom Chase Bank at TAB 2. 
O 
^ October 12,2009-Febmary 10,2010: The committee conducted exploratory activities as 
^ authorized in the FEC Campdgn Guide, including poUing, travding Ifaiougjhout the 17̂  and 
^ Districts meetmg and talkmg with people, and niakû  
^ possUile support. A? Vf̂  during this period did wiT W^VT! '̂ y activities that would have 
O met the FFr! rampaigyi Guidc's defmitjon of gampaigfiinp AU written and vcibd 
HI communication induded the appropriate disdaimer of "Paid for by the BiU Johnson fiv Congress 
<̂  Exploratoiy Committee". A BiU Johnson fiv (jongress Exploratory CommSnaet wdisite was 

created (see TAB 3) which deariy iidicated that our effivt was exploratory, and the website had 
the appropriate disclaimer. The comnutlee began raising funds to support these exploratory 
activities, and aU such communications induded die appropriate Exploratory (committee 
disdauner. BiU and others uwolvedm the Exploratory EfiGort made it dear at every o^^ 
that the effort was exploratory in nature. When asked fiv documentation, potentid supporters 
were given a "Get to Know B iU Jdinson" package that contained FEC approved disdaimers 
identifying our effiirt as an Exploratory Conumttee (see'XSet to K i ^ 
TAB4). When donors expressed an interest in donatiî  to the effivt, they were again nude 
aware that their donation was being made to an Exploratory Committee (see doiution cari 
associated documents at TAB 5). And, anytime the media contacted the committee, the effort 
was identified as an Exploratory Comnrittee Note the Gongwer News Service Ohio article dated 
February 2,2010 at 6 that deariy indicates the Exploratory Committee widi focus, even, on 
multiple districts. The Exploratoiy effivt proved successful. By February 2010, die ExploratoEy 
(jomnuttee had recdved over $1(X),()00, and it qipearcd that diere was sul̂  
BiU Johnson candidacy m the ̂  Congresskmd District. 

Febmary 11,2010: A fbrmdannounoement was made at whidi time I, Bill Johnson, dedared 
my candidacy fiv the Ohio 6* Disttict (Congressiond seat See press advisory dated Fdvuary 9, 
2010 at TAB 7. 

Febmary 17,2010: FEC Form 1 (Statemem of Organization) fiv the BUI Johnson fiv Congress 
Committee, sood FEC Form 2 (Statement of Candidacy) to dedare my (BUI Johnson* s) candidacy 
in the Ohio 6̂  District, were sdmutted to FEC. SeeTAB88ft9. Tiiese documents were filed 
widim IS days of declaring and announdng BiU Jdmson's candidacy as required by (Chapter 2, 
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Section 2 of die FEC (Campaign (Suide» and are cunsntiy qipniprialdy reflected on tfn 
wdisite. 

February 11,2010-Pkcaoit: Conducted campaign rdated activities, mdwding the fUing of 
quarteriy, 48-Hour, and Pre-Primary finandd rcporta m compliance with FEC reporting 
guidelines. The first finandd report after fivmaUy dedaring a candidacy induded the period 
October 1,2009 duong)i Mardi 30,2010, which mduded die Exploratory Committee phase m 
complianoe with FEC reporting guiddmes. 

Q 

00 

0 

Tlie claim that we have violated the Federd Electian (Campaign Aa of 1971 is unfo 
without merit Wc have operated first as an Exploratory Committee, dien as a fonnd candidate 
and congressiond campaign in fuU compliance with FEC rules and guiddines. In fact, in 
January, we were preparing to file a FEC report as an Exploratory Committee. However, upon 
contacting the FEC, we were advised diat we should not fUe the first report until after formaUy 
declaring a candidacy...should we decide to fivmaUy dedare a candidacy. 

Therefiire, based on these facts, we respectfidly request that die FEC, having no reason to believe 
that we violated the Act, dose the file fbr MUR 6330 widi a letter reflecting die fact diat die 
complaint was un-fbunded. 

Smcerdy, 

BUI Johnson 
Rqiublican Congressiond Candidate 
Ohio 6*̂  Congressiond District 

J.Chidomodu 
Treasurer 
BiU Johnson fiv (Congress (Committee 
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Website header for BillJohnsonLeads.oom 
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Home page for BllUohnsonLeads.oom during the exploratory phase. We were having technical 
difficulties with the site, thus the text overlap. Hovvever, please note the first line on the narrative Just 
below the word "Donate. It states "As I explore a possible run...*. 
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BILL JOHNSON 
POLAND, OHIO 

GieetiiigB: 

About a year and a half ago* I Identified an Issue that I felt was Inq̂ rtant to tlie people of Eastern Ohio 
-tuc reform. Since that time, IVe %vori(ed on the Ohio Sales Tkx. Reform Inoenthre. I was recently 
honored to Join Ohio Stste Representative Kevin Bacon at the news conference hitrodudng HB 285, 
which will create two annual sales tax holidays fibr die hard woridng femilies of Ohio. 

While worldng on the tax isnie,rve had the opportunity to meet people thioughoutEast̂  
cwen participate in discussions on other issues like healdi care aid Jdicreati^ Duiing tliat time, one 
tfataig became dean people are desperste for strong leadeiship. 

IVe been humbled and honored that folks are encouiaging me to run for public office, and Tm strongly 
considering it As I continue meeting vdth community leaden and discuss dwse opportunities with my 
femily, I want to oflier the following infbrmation as background on mysdf, the Ohio Sales Hue Rdbrm 
Incentive, and other comnumity taivolvement 

Thanks, 

Bill Johnson 
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BiU Johnson, and his wife LeeAnn, cunentiy reside m Poland, (>hio widi a son, Nadian. Johnson is 
also the proud parem of duee other suocessfd grown cUldren: Jodiua, Julie, and Jessica, an̂  
four grsnddukhen. 

BiU Johason's life reveals a commitmert to hard woik aid makmg a difference in thexomim 
Bom and raised on fiunUy fismis, he learned eariy the vdues of hard woik, honesty, and I 
Those vdues have steyed wifli Johnson tfarouglhout his life and have made him the! 

Johnson entered the U.S. Air Ikvoe in 1973, and retu»d as a retired Lieutemmt Cokx 
distinguished mUitaiy career of more than 26 yean. He graduated Sununa Cum 
fi!omTroy Umversity inTtoy, Aldiama in 1979, and he earned his 
Degree fimnGeoigiaTBdi in 1984. During his tenure in the UiS. 
Aur Faroe. Johnson was recognized as a Distinguished 
Grsduate finm the Air Force Reserve QffioerThdning. 
Caips, Squadron OfBoeis School, and Air Comiiiand & 
Staff College. BiU is dso a proud recipient of the Air Force 
Meritorious Service Medd, the Air Foroe Commendation 
Medd, and the Nationd Defense Service Medd. 

As Director of the Air Force's Chief Idbiination Officer 
Staff at U^. Specid Opendons Command, Johnson 
dnectly with senior congressiond and Secretaiy of Defense 
representatives, as wdl as top leaders wittun the various 
U.S. inlelligenoe communities, to ensure America's Specid 
Operadons fbroes were adequately equipped to cany out 
criticd nationd security missions. 

Fdlowing his retireniem fiom militaiy service, Johnson 
tuned to creating and building high tedmdogy businesses. 
He oofininded Johnson-Schley Management Group, Inc., 
an infivmation technology (II) oonsdtmg oompany that 
increased revenues by more dun 200% in just three years 
under his leadership. 

In 2003 he left Johnson-Sddey to fi»mJ2 Business Sdutions, Inc 
where he focused on providing executive levd rr support as a 
defeme oontiactor to du U.S. military. 
Smoe 2006, Johnson has served as Chief Infimution Officer 
of a globd nianiifiBcturer of higldy decliomc oonqiooê  
fiv du trsnspoitation industry headquartered NoKlbeast 
Ohio. As a member of the executive leadersĥ  team, he 
manages a multi-million dollar departnuntd budget. 
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HISTORY OF THB 
OHIO SALES TAX REFORM 
INCENTIVE 
Seeing the slumpiî  economy in Ohio, and frustrsted with the Steady Udl of oonsunun 
heading across the border to Pennsylvania to take advaidige of the h»k of a sain 
dodung, Johnson dedded it was time to act. 

Joiuison fiionded aid served as Executive Director of tiu Ohio Sales Thx Refold 
(OSTRI), a non-profit organization deieimuied to hê i Ohio's woildng fiunilies, hdp create 
and retain Ohio jobs, and nuke Ohio more competitive. 
While 16 odwr slates have some fuim •>—.,̂ .. 
of a sales tax hdiday. Utde progress had 
been made in Ohio. Johnson and OSTRI 
changed this. 
FoUowutg severd mondis of aggresuve 
eCEnrts led by Johnson, legidation 
was introduced in the Ohio House of 
Representatives. Sigdficantiy.Ohio 
Senate President BiU Harris indicatnri 
initid support fiv Ihe OSTRI-proposed 
reforms. Johnson ttxik a docmatt issue 
and made it a serious policy proposd now 
bdng activdy discussed and ddiated at 
du statehouse. 

This hard woric and success has brought 
Johnson to the attention of reftnin-minded dtizens in Ohio. 
Johnson has had the q̂ postumty to speak at severd major Tba Psrty events. Hehas also 
spoken to numerous Republican and dtizen groups across the state. He has met and gotten to 
know many of the people involved in Republican leadeidiip in Ohio - including ofifice hdders, 
party ofifidals and grsssroots activists. 
Through aU of this tireless effort, Johnson has tied the sales tax reform efforts to the need for 
fiscd restraint in Cdumbus and Whdungton. And he haa uaed eadi opportuniiy to discuss 
what lu sees as a dangerous leadeidiip vacuum and du need fiv strongi conservative leadjns to 
step up on important issues Uke taxes, heahh care, and nationd security. 

OHIO^TAX 
REFORM INCENTIVE 

-4 -
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LAYING THE G 
Contacts made Media appeanmceg 
Oaraice Snddi - Mahoning Go. GOP Chmr 
Marie Munroe - Mahoning Co. GOP ̂ ce-Chair 
Cnig Bonar - Trumbull Co. GOP Chair 
Bd> Davis - Thunbull COb GOP Executive Dlieclor 
Tbm McCabe - Mahoning Go. Board dElecdoni 
David Johnson - GohiBiUana Co. GOP Chair 
Ron Maag (R) - State Rep 
Kevin Baoon (R) - State Rep 
Josh Mandd (R) - Stale Rep 
Mary Tkylor QO - Auditor of Slate 
Kevin DeWlne - Ohio RepubUcan Perty Chair 
Jason Mauk - Ohio Republican Party Encuttve Director 
Jonathan Gonnley - Ohio RepuUican PSrty Pdittoal Director 
John McClelland - Ohio Republican Party Commonicadoni Director 
Tom Humphries, Pxerident - Youngitown/Warren Regional Chamber 
Janet Greidrton (R) - fonner Mayor d Ganton 
Bun Piddnur - fonner GEO of Forum Healdi 
David Zanocd - American (Ohio) Policy Roundtable 
Jeff Sandeis - Executive Directoii liberty Gonunitlee 

Speaking engagements 
Wkrren City Goundi 
Rotary Chite (Hodand, Gordand. BoadsMUk Mand and others) 
Malioning Gouirty BidUer% Aaicidalion 
AnsdntownlQwanisady. 
Nationd Fedeiatioii dRepubUcan Women (Stale Gonvcntion) 
Tfea PSrties (Warren, Youngrtown, Canfidd, Portage County, Columbiana County) 
Mahoning and Thmibull County GOP gatheiingi 
CoU^ Republicans (Kent Statoi University of Akran) 
Healdi Care Forum - YbuqgrtDwn Slate University CPknd Menibcr) 

Ohio News Netvpork Pdilic Afialis Show "GapHol SquareT 
ONN and WBNS Channel 10 news coverage-Cohunbus 
Ohio Public RadUo newKBSt 
Youngrtown Vindicator OettexB to du editor and nevfs covcrsge) 
Dan Riven Radio Show (WKBN) - Youngstown 
Matt PMildc Radio Show (WHLO) - Akron (twice) 
ABC 6 newrs coversge - Gohunbus 
YouQgrtnwn TV ClMmnd 21 news coverage 
ColumbuiDispatdi coverage 
Op Ed pddidted in the Ravenna Record Couriernewspaper 
And many odiera 

- 5 -
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 

E X P L O R A T O R Y C O M M I T T E E 

TEAM 
While Bill Johnson is still conskiering his options, he understands tiie need to hit the ground running to raise 
money, reach out to voters and build a grassroots coalition. With that in mind, he has made the following 
connections for the exploratory oommittee and potentid foture efforts. 

GENERAL CONSULIANT AND MEDIA STRATEGISTS 
Communications Counad, Inc. 

Mask R. Weaver Is one of tlie best strategists in Ohio. He has advised doxens of congressiond campaigns in 
seveid states. 
Mark Weaver is an award-winning national Republican politicd consdtant and election law attorney. Over 
the last 25 years, he has advised more than 600 politicd campaigns in 17 states. 

The Youngstown Vhidicator called him, tiie most prominent and suocessfol politicd 
consultant in Ohio." The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review agreed, calling him, "among die top 
politicd strategists in the countryT 
Eariy in his career; Mc Weaver was a Communications Director with the Republican 
Caucus of tlie Pennsylvania House of Representatives and ran a Philaddphia-area politicd 
oonsdting form. Later, as a nationd conununications consultant he worioed one-on-one 
with Ronald Reagan. 

ML Weaver has advised many GOP candidates for Governoii US. Senate, Congress, JudgSi and statewide 
office. He has also advised tlie Republican legislative caucuses in the Ohio House, the Ohio Senate, tlie South 
Dakota Senate, and die Pennŝ vania House. 
He lias written hundreds of can̂ iaign plans, supervised countless polls and focus groups, and produced more 
than 1500 TV and radfo commercials--winnhig three Tdly Awards, sk FoDte Avrar̂  
Reed Award firom Politics Magazine. He regularly addresses conferences and seminars across America. 
ME. Weaver teadies graduate courses in Election Law and Advanced Campaign Manayment at die 
Univcrdty of Akron and Medfe Law at the Ohfo Stste College of Law. In 2001 he was one ofthe lead 
attorneys and strategists in die legd effiirts surrounding President Bush's dection and recount in Ohio. 

POLLSTER 
Ndl Newhonaĉ  Piddle Opinloa Stnlegica 
awiKPOSlwf 

Mr. Newhouse Is one of the top Republican 
pollsters in America. He and his firm hove 
provided politicd polling services to literally 
hundreds of republican congressiond 
candidates. 

-6-
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DIRECT MAIL 
Joe Kiiigy Strategtc Commimications 
wwrnKSCMaiLeom 
Mr. King is an Ohio-based direct mail consultant nvho has provided direct mail services to dozens of 
congressiond campaigns. Mr: King was fonnally Executive Director of the Pennsylvaiiia Republican Party 
and the Georgia Republican Party. 

FUNDRAISING 
Bin Johnson has met with severd fundrsistaigoonsultsnlB, but has not nude a dedston yet. Hisfirststep 
has been to identify potentid donors so Bill can personally call and meet with each one. Bill is making 
fondraising tlie cornerstone of tlie Eaqdoratory Coimnittee's efforts. 

TREASURER 

Mc Chidnnoski works in Imsiness devdopment for a nathmally recognized fmandd i i ^ 
Treasurer of the Ohki Sales Tu Reform Incentive. H ^ resigned fiom that podtton and is the treasurer of 
die exploratory committee. 

GRASSROOTS PARTY SUPPORT 
BiU Johnson has readied out to maiiy of the GOP kaders around Ohio. Three GOP chairmen are providing 
advice to Bill and a leader of the Ohio Fedention of Republican Women is also deeply bivolved hi the 
campaign. 

PPiD FOR BY THE BILL JOHNSON FOR 
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MEDIA ADVISORY 
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BILL JOHNSON TO MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT 
REGARDING RUN FOR CONGRESS 

WHO: BiU Johnson 
Conservative activists 

WHAT: Canipaign announcement rdly 

WHEN: Thursday, February 11,2010 
S:4Spm 

WHERE: The Spread Eagle Tavern 
lOlSO Plymoudi Street 
Hanoverton, OH 

VISUALS: Bill Johnson & Conservative activists 
Campaign baimer 

HAmvERTCW- Afier nearly four montlia exploring a campaign. Bill Johnson will make an 
arniounoement diout his intentians. Under his BxploratoiyConiniitleê  Johnson haa rdsed over 
$107,000.00, visited more dum a dozen ooundes, and met with hundreds of people. 

Johnson will join a rdly of supporters at the Spread Eagle Tavem in Hanoverton as part of a tour 
on Fdnuary 11,2010. He'll make his announoement at 5:4Spm. 

PAID FOR BY THE BILL JOHNSON FOR CONGRESS EXPLORATORY COMMITTEE 
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UNDER THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED 
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